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MEDIA RELEASE
May 27, 1987
F IR S T  W RITERS' F E S T IV A L  TO BE HELD T H IS  WEEKEND 
M ISSOULA —
A two-day writers' conference titled "Four Montana Writers:
A Missoula Festival" will be held May 30-31, according to 
Hellgate Writers, Inc., a newly formed non-profit group working 
to establish Missoula as a center for the literary arts.
A pre-festival reception will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, May 29, at the Fact & Fiction Bookstore, 216 W. Main in 
Missoula. The reception, which is free and open to the public, 
features author and UM professor William Kittredge and Albert 
Goldbarth.
The major portions of the festival will feature four Montana 
authors reading from their works. Sandra Alcosser and David Long 
wi-H appear at 8 p.m. Saturday, May 30, at the Front Street 
Theatre, 221 E. Front in Missoula. Alcosser, who received her 
master s in fine arts at the University of Montana and studied 
under Richard Hugo, is an associate professor of English at San
Diego State University. She spends her summers in the Bitterroot 
Valley.
Alcosser's poetry has appeared in The New Yorker, The North 
American Review, The Paris Review, and Poetry, among other 
publications. She is the recipient of several awards and
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fellowships, including the Associated Writing Programs' Award 
Series Winner in Poetry and a National Endowment for the Arts 
fellowship.
David Long is also a graduate of UM's MFA program and now 
lives in Kalispell. His work has appeared in several 
publications, and he also is the recipient of a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts.
In addition, Long was the 1983 winner of the St. Lawrence 
Award for Fiction. His most recent book, The Flood of '64. was 
brought out in February 1987 by Ecco Press.
Long will also appear at a book-signing session Saturday, 
immediately following the reading of his works. The reception 
will be held from 10 to 11 p.m. at Freddy's Feed & Read, 1221 
Helen Ave.
At 8 p.m. Sunday, May 31, in the Stan Lynde Ballroom of the 
Sh^^^ton Missoula, A.B. Guthrie Jr. and James Welch will each 
give selected readings of their works. Guthrie, one of Montana' 
best-known authors, won the Pulitzer Prize for The Way West, the 
Western Heritage Wrangler Award for his novel Arfive, and has 
received the Montana Arts Council/Governor's Award. It was 
Guthrie who originated the phrase "The Big Sky" now seen on 
Montana license plates. His trilogy, The Big Sky, The Wav West. 
Fair Land, Fair Land is a fictionalized, historically accurate 
depiction of the West and Montana.
James Welch was a member of the first master of fine
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arts/creative writing class at UM, where he studied with Richard 
Hugo. He also did some work at the University of Minnesota and 
Northern Montana College. His great-grandmother was wounded in 
the Baker Massacre of 1870, survived to tell the story, and more 
than a century later became part of Welch’s Fools Crow, published 
in 1986.
Admissions to the literary readings are $3 per night per 
person, or $2 for members of Hellgate Writers Inc., students and 
senior citizens. Tickets will be available at the door only. 
Those attending the festival will receive a special 92-page 
commemorative program containing the fiction and poetry heard at 
the readings. Two hundred of the programs will be autographed by 
all four Montana authors and given to the first arrivals each 
night.
For more information about ’’Four Montana Writers: A Missoula 
Festival," contact Fred Brooke, co-chairman, at 543-8113.
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